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the joint about 4 in. The rod can then be locked open by
means of a small door bolt or a hook. Thin is probably the most
satisfactory method. Another way is to use a wooden slide
about 14 in. long, 1)4 in. wide, and % of an inch thick so arranged
as to slip through two loops on the lower section and into a loop
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on the upper section. The chief objection to this construction is
that the loops often get bent. If the lap joint is used the piece
should be cut as shown in Figs. 31. and 32, as this not only
braces it against side strains but forces it into the proper posi-
tion for locking. If a hook is used the lap can be a straight piece
with a slot near one end to reccuvo the screw eye,